

ADOPTED 1/27/15


Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by Council
Members Carter & Anderson:
RESOLUTION 2015-46-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA FOR ITS NATIONAL RECOGNITION AND AWARD FOR ITS HISTORICAL RE-ENACTOR PROGRAM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, a country’s history is enhanced when its heritage is preserved for the enlightenment of future generations of its citizens; and

WHEREAS,
 America’s illustrious history has enriched the fabric of our culture and strengthened the nation by providing its citizens with a deep sense of pride; and

WHEREAS,
in 1891, the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America (NSCDA) was founded and dedicated to actively promoting an appreciation of our national heritage through historic preservation, patriotic service and educational projects; as an unincorporated association of 44 Corporate Societies with more than 15,000 members across the country, the NSCDA has been a leader in the field of historic preservation, restoration and the interpretation of historic sites; and
WHEREAS,
the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Florida was incorporated in 1899; a hallmark of the Florida Colonial Dames is its Historic Re-Enactor Program that brings historic re-enactors from George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and Lewis and Clark to a host of other historic figures to school children in Jacksonville; school children learn about the personality and history of the characters and about the culture of the times; and
WHEREAS,
now, in its ninth year, the Florida Colonial Dames’ Historic Re-enactor Program has been recognized and awarded the coveted Lamar Award for Excellence in Historical Activities from the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America for the program’s success and popularity; the program has been recognized for providing Jacksonville school children with an understanding and appreciation of the people and issues that shaped our history; and
WHEREAS,
the Florida Colonial Dames’ Historical Re-enactor Program has benefited from the Jacksonville Public Library that provides the use of its 400-seat downtown library auditorium and the Duval County School Board’s history department that coordinates reservations for both public and private 5th grade classes while the Colonial Dames engage the speakers, arrange their schedules and provide volunteers for the programs; and

WHEREAS,
with the receipt of the Lamar Award for Excellence in Historical Activities, the Florida Colonial Dames have sparked the interest of other Dames around the country who have started re-enactment programs in their areas to broaden young students’ interest in America’s history and heritage;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City hereby honors and commends the National Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of Florida for its leadership and dedication in creating and promoting an enduring venue for the appreciation of the history and heritage of the United States of America.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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